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A TRIP DOWN THE RHINE RIVER PROVIDES A 

UNIQUE EXPERIENCE AND SOME HEADY GOLF TO BOOT

B Y  T O M  M A C K I N

The River Cloud, one of four ships operated
by Kalos Golf, floats past Passau, Germany.
Measuring 361 feet in length, the River
Cloud accommodates 90 passengers and a
crew of 36.

JIM LAMONT THOUGHT THE IDEA WAS A BIT CRAZY.

And who wouldn’t? A golf cruise down the Danube? While
his North Carolina-based company had offered cultural and

historical tours since 1994, he wasn’t sure there were golf courses
anywhere near the Danube.

“I flew over to Budapest and drove through Hungary, Austria
and Germany looking at available courses and was surprised at the
whole mixture of options,” recalls Lamont. “The golf was pretty good
and the scenery was excellent. It was worth a try.” 

That initial effort sold out, as have subsequent cruises around
the French Riviera, British Isles and the Rhine River. Almost a
decade later, Kalos Golf is one of the premier providers of luxury golf
cruises in the world, offering up to 16 trips throughout Europe and
the United Kingdom each year.



castle in the distance, like it often is here, you know
you’re in Europe. 

St. Leon-Rot Golf Club has the highest profile of any
German course thanks to hosting the Deutsche Bank SAP
Open, won by Tiger Woods three times here since 1999.
Immaculate conditioning and tough bunkers are the
hallmarks of this 36-hole complex, just minutes from the
wonderful university town of Heidelberg.

The uneven conditions at Soufflenheim Golf Club,
designed by the country’s most successful golfer,
Bernhard Langer, don’t actually detract much from a solid
layout. Plus, you can soothe any soreness from a high
score at the legendary spa in nearby Baden Baden.

Next on the agenda was France—Le Kempferhof
Golf Club is one of the country’s most exclusive
private courses—set on a secluded piece of land a 

20-minute drive from Strasbourg. The dazzling Robert
von Hagge design is capped off by the adjoining ninth
and 18th greens, which sit in front of an old estate that
contains a clubhouse, restaurant and small but elegant
hotel. The European Parliament is headquartered in
Strasbourg, so your playing partner might just be a
politician of some stripe.

Off the courses, the sights were as memorable as any
well-struck shot, if not more so. The vivid Liberation
Museum, devoted to a fierce World War II battle, is just a
15-minute ride from the Dutch town of Nijmegen. In
Cologne, the towering Dom is one of the largest Gothic
cathedrals ever built. Almost as important is the local
Kolsch beer, found nowhere else in the world. Stroll the
Hauptstrasse, Heidelberg’s main shopping avenue before
taking in the view from the Alte Brucke (Old Bridge).

These are no ordinary boat rides as I found out this
summer, embarking on a ship called the River Cloud for a
Rhine River Cruise that would
visit four countries and five
courses. Before and after golf, we
floated by soaring cathedrals,
vineyards etched on impossibly
steep hillsides, and centuries-old
castles standing guard high
above the water. But those are
common sights on the Rhine,
which stretches almost 820
miles from its origin in the Swiss
Alps to the North Sea in the
Netherlands. 

As for the method of trans-
portation, imagine a floating,
five-star hotel more than a
football field long but with the
feel of a private club. A typical
day for my fellow cruisers and
me? Enjoy breakfast on board,
then get transported to the day’s
course via motorcoach. Play 18
holes, taste a local beer post-
round, return to the ship. Listen
to an informal talk from the tour’s
host—in this case noted sports
psychologist Dr. Bob Rotella—
before enjoying a gourmet dinner.
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Afterward, stroll around the city, retire to a
stateroom on the cabin deck or a more
spacious suite on the promenade deck, dream
of the next day. For non-golfers, tours of the
city or region are offered with local experts. 

Travel between ports on the extremely
busy Rhine was done smoothly at night,
leaving days for challenging the next course,
exploring another European city rich in
culture and history, or a combination of both.
But golf was the main topic of conversation
on and off the course. 

The first and arguably best layout of the
trip was Gut Larchenhof, the only Jack

Nicklaus Signature Course in Germany and host of the
European PGA Tour’s German Masters. Located just 20

minutes northwest of Cologne, the
layout opened in 1997. This wide-
open course is regarded as one of the
best in the country according to
Titus Schlosser, one of the club’s
top-ranked players. “This differs
from other courses in Germany
because they have taken the
American system of private clubs
and used it here,” says Schlosser,
referring to the private entrance,
sprawling clubhouse and well-
manicured grounds. “Nicklaus has
given lesser players a chance to play
the course, and for better players,
they need to be able to land shots in
specific areas because he can really
play with pin positions.” 

The Golf Club Jakobsberg, built
in the mountains above the town of
Boppard and near Koblenz, offered
both unmatched views of the Rhine
Valley and tee markers shaped like
Gummi Bears (the addictive candy
was created in Germany in the
1920s; the course owner also heads
the company that produces them
now). When your direction line is a

The Fleet
Go on a Kalos cruise, pull into the day’s

port, and then watch as curious onlookers
gaze in wonder from the shore at your ride.
Two distinct types of ships used on its golf
cruises are leased from a company based in
Hamburg, Germany; a pair built for the rivers
of Europe and another duo that sails on the
high seas of the Atlantic and Mediterranean.
All feature cabins and staterooms with
mahogany furniture and marble bathrooms,
while decks and railings are made from teak.
These are not gigantic liners either; they can
accommodate from 69 to 94 passengers,
depending upon the ship.

The River Cloud was christened in 1996
and built for the Rhine, Main, Moselle and
Danube rivers. Measuring 361 feet in length,
the vessel can accommodate up to 90 passen-
gers and a crew of 36. Its sister ship, the River
Cloud II, is used for cruises throughout Italy’s Po
River Valley, bringing passengers to legendary
cities such as Venice, Padua and Verona.

Then there are the classic sailing ships
straight out of the movies. E.F. Hutton built the
Sea Cloud in 1931 for his wife, Marjorie
Merriweather Post, with the pair entertaining
famous guests in luxurious accommodations. It
later served as a weather observation ship in
the North Atlantic during World War II. The
ship was refurbished in the late 1970s, and
again in the early 1990s, enlarging cabins and
adding technology to complement its 32,000-
square-feet of total sail area. But cabin No. 1
remains unchanged, with Post’s original deco-
rations and fireplace still intact. Its sister ship,
the Sea Cloud II, first set sail in 2001.—TM

Gut Larchenhof, site of the European PGA Tour’s German
Masters and the only Jack Nicklaus Signature Course in
the country, is one of five outstanding courses travelers
play during their trip down the Rhine River.

Sea Cloud 

Strasbourg (top) and Interlaken (below) are among the
cities guests on the Rhine River Cruise get to explore.



Jump on a bike in Strasbourg and see most of the city in
an hour before grabbing a café seat for the mesmerizing
light and music show held in July and August at the cathe-
dral in the city’s center. 

There’s a price of course for this first-class travel, with
every possible detail taken care of by an eager-to-please
staff. Depending on the destination, type of ship (see 
sidebar) and room you choose, the costs can range from
$6,000 to more than $10,000, without airfare. And the
first-class accommodations are not limited to the ship.
Early-arriving passengers to Amsterdam stayed at the
famous Hotel de l’Europe, while those homeward-bound
stayed in Zurich at the equally famous Hotel Baur au Lac,
just steps away from Lake Zurich.

For some, this kind of trip is a once-in-a-lifetime 
golf journey; for others, it’s just another opportunity to
explore new parts of the golf world without encountering
a myriad of logistical hassles.

“All of our clients have done the traditional bumpy
road, different-hotel-every-night trip around Ireland and
Scotland,” says Lamont. “They didn’t like the inconven-
ience of various hotels along the way, leaving a sweater at
the previous stop, or deciding each night where to
eat. They really like the idea of sitting back and let-
ting us take care of the details. They know it’s going
to be done really well and they joke that their two
choices every day are who do I play golf with, and do
I have red or white wine with dinner.”

The average passengers will be well traveled, in their
early 60s, most likely at or near retirement and quite social.
In fact, the lounge area onboard was often as popular as the
golf course. And those shirts with logos from Pine Valley,
Augusta National or Seminole are not souvenirs—this is
a crowd well versed in top-ranked courses. Some come 
in groups, like one on this cruise from North 
Carolina’s Wade Hampton Country Club. Others come in
foursomes, with spouses who may or may not play. How
much golf you want to play is up to you.

The best compliment for Kalos? Plenty of repeat 
passengers. You’ll meet some who have already planned
their next adventure, while others will have already been
on more than one. In fact, most cruises are often booked up
to 18 months ahead of time, especially ones to Normandy
in France and the British Open, while potential new 
destinations like the Pacific Northwest, the Baltic Sea and
Scandinavia are sure to follow suit.

Ironically, as sociable as the passengers on River Cloud
were, they had one fairly selfish request. “Please don’t write
about how much fun these cruises are,” they pleaded. 

Sorry about that. ■
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Completed in 1880, the Cologne Cathedral is one of Germany’s top tourist
attractions, and a popular stop for travelers on Kalos Golf’s Rhine River Cruise.

Guests on the Kalos Golf Rhine River Cruise often congregate in the plush
River Cloud lounge, where the days’ rounds are re-lived in great detail.
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